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Dear Members and Friends,  

 I write to you from my patio, and I find myself 

thinking about the word change. As most of you are 

reading this newsletter, I am sure you notice that it looks a 

little different. I think it is important as a club; with long 

time members and new members, we realize that change is 

upon us daily. The club only works well when member 

find themselves asking questions, voicing opinions and 

stating ñI have an idea.ò This is what I want from all of 

you. I would like to ask that each and every one of you 

think about what you want from this club, and tell me.  

 This year has been an exciting one thus far, 

perhaps it is because my own son will be graduating in 

May. How has this year been for you? Is your cadet just 

starting out and finding it a little overwhelming? Do you 

find yourself asking questions about your cadet? This is 

what we are here for; to help. I know it is stressed to 

cadets that if they are struggling with their academics or 

military duties they are to talk to one another and help one 

another. Same goes for our club, we work together to 

make this four year experience a bit more enjoyable and 

little less stressful.  

 Thank you for being a member of our club and 

participating in our journey that we all embark on.  

 

    Your President, 

    Vera Albrecht   

 
Contact Information: Vera Albrecht- 914-648-8791-  

Vera.Albrecht@arcadis-us.com  

 

Board Members: 
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¶Juana Di Bisceglie- Treasurer  

¶Silvia Vadala- Recording Secretary  

¶Linda Smigen- Corresponding Secretary 

¶Claire Stepleton- Corresponding Secretary  

¶Thomas Giordano- Trustee 

¶Nancy Hoempler- Trustee 

¶Kenneth Lang- Trustee 

¶Mike Owney- Trustee 

 

 

 
New Tradition: The Throwing of the Wreath 

(2011 Boat Ride) 

(Left to Right: Cadet Lin, Cadet Oss, Cadet Spies) 
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Ring Weekend 2011 
 What a crass mass of brass and glass! What a bold mold of 

rolled gold! What a cool jewel you got from your school! See how it 

sparkles and shines! It must have cost you a fortune! May I touch it, 

may I touch it please, sir?  

The class of 2012 has received their magnificent, glorifying 

West Point rings. The tradition of receiving class rings began in 1835 

with the United States Military Academy. It was originally designed 

to show a studentôs achievement, and it started out as only an 

emblem of the school. It wasnôt until years later that they began to 

personalize rings to fit more of the studentôs achievements and 

personalities.  Gold was the only choice cadets had during that time, 

and with the price of gold fluctuating, the idea of having rings made 

from brass and nickel became an option for many. Now, if you have 

a class ring from your own high school or college, I am sure you did 

not pay nearly as much as your cadet will. West Point cadets have 

chosen not to follow in the tradition of paying less for a Class Ring. 

Instead West Point followed in a new tradition. Past cadets who have 

purchased rings and as years have gone by they wished to donate 

their rings to share with new cadets. To be melted down and pressed 

into a gold bar. Shavings from that bar are then are used in the new 

graduating class rings. A way for many to take a piece of another 

cadet, someone who has been in their shoes, the past is shared with 

the future.  

Rainy Day Boat Ride: 

A little on the wet side, we traveled up and down the Hudson 

River and enjoyed a wonderful day filled with rain, some more 

rain and a little wind. The Spies family provided a wonderful 

repast of food and drinks for all. We were             

joined by some new members and their families, 

WELCOME!!!!! They certainly were tuckered out, a few 

moments of sleep made a few new cadets very happy. They 

learn quickly that any few moments of sleep can go a long 

way. Some slept standing up, while others found a bench very 

comfy.  

 

Colonel James Greg Flowers attended our Pizza 

Party and was kind enough to be our guest speaker 

 

Cadet Eric Albrecht receives his ring  

 

 

 

Pizza PARRRRRTTTTTYYYYYY:  

 

Great turnout for our New Cadet Pizza 

Party this past July. We were fortunate 

enough to have Colonel Flowers speak at 

the party, where he spoke as the Director 

of Cadet Activities and what is in store 

for the Cadets. Their clubs, their various 

activities, the use of the library, other 

than a napping place. He spoke about 

how they can make their lives a little 

more enjoyable and productive.                  

 

Club Information  



  

Did You Knowé 

. ñThe Long Gray Lineò includes two Presidents of the United States, numerous generals, and seventy four 

Medal of Honor recipients.  

. President Thomas Jefferson signed legislation establishing the United States Military Academy in 1802.  

.  That an academically compromised cadet should go in full dress, under arms at MIDNIGHT the night 

before an exam and spin the rowels on the Sedgwick Monumentôs spurs for good luck.  

. Taylor Hall is one of the worldôs highest all-stone masonry buildings.  

. In Grant Hall the beams have the insignia of the military divisions of WWI and the seals of the fifty states.  

 

 

  TRY YOUR HAND AT A WORD SEARCH  

 

WORD BANK  

 

ARMY 

FLANK 

CURLUPS 

CADET 

SQUAD 

SHUTTLERUN 

RANK 

PLATOON 

MILE 

LEADERSHIP 

BATTALION  

RIFLE 

MARCH 

PHYSICAL 

MILITARY  

DRILL  

PUSHUPS 

CREED 

COMMANDS 

SITUPS  

STANDARDS  

 



 

  

 

Provost Marshal Pfieffer 

Provided by: Maria Avgerakis 

 
CPT Stephanie Pfeiffer (nee Avgerakis - 

2006) is winding up a deployment in the Puli Alam, 

Logar Province area of southeastern Afghanistan as 

a Provost Marshal.  Her duties recently took her to 

Bamyan.  Because the Taliban had destroyed 

beloved, centuries-old statues of the Bhudda in this 

area, Moslems fundamentalists are shunned and the 

area is comparatively safe.  Helmets, body armor 

and armored vehicles are not required and there is 

almost a tourist sense of peace and tranquility in the 

area.  Stephanie recently had to make a review of 

police facilities here, and anticipated a 24 hour stay.  

However, her plane was delayed for mechanical 

reasons and she was allowed to remain a week, 

during which she toured the Bhuddist sites, went 

swimming in crystal clear lakes and said it was the 

best week of her entire deployment, "Almost like a 

vacation." 
 

New Family Thoughts: 

By: Kathryn Jennings  

 Our experiences with West Point so far have 

been outstanding, not only from a parental perspective, 

but also from the perspective of our cadet, Brian. On R-

Day, in the wake of saying our goodbyes to Brian, the 

Academy provided parents with a perfect mixture of 

events and activities, including immersion into several 

gift shops, to keep us occupied throughout the day. Brian 

really embraced the challenges of Beast and it was 

perfectly capped off on A-Day. Academically, Brian has 

had nothing but good things to say about his instructors 

as well. As parents, we could not be more proud of Brian, 

the class of 2015 and The Corps of Cadets. GO ARMY! 

 

 

 

CPT Stephanie Pfieffer with villagers on a picnic 

 

Cadet Charles Smigen (2013)  

By: Linda Smigen 
 

Cadet Charles Smigen a 2013 Cadet is currently 1st Sgt 

of the newly reactivated I Company 3rd Regiment. His 

responsibilities include being in charge of Standards and 

discipline for the company. He participated this summer in a miad 

at Fort AP Hill located in Va. Part of his duties were to gather dirt 

samples for examination, determining the effects of different 

explosives in different soil and rock. The best part was actually 

being able to participate in the use of large explosives. 

His summer detail included being a Plt Sgt for 6 Co for the Camp 

Buckner Class of 2015. He enjoyed his time with his Platoon and 

was very proud that they were part of the Best Company Award 

that went to 6 Co. 

 

 

Cadet Charles Smigen Summer 2011  

 

Get to know our Past and Present Cadets 


